668      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From Thomas I. Durant
NEW OHLHANB, 2nd October, 1885
Major General B. F. BTTTLER, LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS
MY DEAR Sm: I have received and answered today your telegram in regard to General Banks. I know of no act of his indicating a design to establish himself as a citizen of Louisiana. Such has often here been stated to be his design, but never from a source, or in a shape that, in my opinion, rendered the statement in the slightest degree obligatory upon him. Yesterday, I received from Hon. F. W. Bird, of the Executive Council, a letter on the same subject, which I answered very fully.
The work of reconstruction is going on too fast. Wisdom requires that a system of probation should be established by Congress, to last for several years, and so arranged as to give the population of both races political training and moral and intellectual education. This, with the influx of emigrants from the loyal i.e. non-slave-holding states, would in a few years produce such a condition of things as would render it safe for the state to be readmitted into the Union. If the state were admitted at once, even with the black race admitted to full suffrage, they would find it difficult, if not impossible, for want of political training and the ability to read and write, to sustain themselves against the whites: my apprehension may be exaggerated, but prudence would dictate its adoption: "best safety lies in fear;" it could not do harm to delay, for that can always be cut short, but a hasty step cannot be retraced.
The withdrawal of the military forces of the United States from Louisiana would be an act of madness: no radical's opinion would be in favor of it; not one would be safe. Those who have occupied advanced positions here in favor of the suffrage of the colored man would be slain or driven from the state; if they did not resort to flight. The Southern Star, a paper published here, said in its edition of Sunday, the 1st September, that the eye of the people and the Government was upon those who held out to the negro the prospect of being allowed to vote, and that they would speedily be brought to the condign punishment they so justly merited. This reference to the people points to mob violence, assault, and assassination. What the Government will do I know not. The paper has been established by the immediate friends and in the interest of Gov. Wells, and proclaims itself to be "official organ of the state of Louisiana and of the city of New Orleans." If they